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the rate of 10 per cent of the salary of every worker. Reductions
are made for a number of children. Education for the children
of teachers, as for everyone else, is entirely free. Their sons and
daughters who attend universities or institutes receive mainten-
ance grants. The teachers themselves are encouraged to attend
various courses of from two days a month to one, two, or three
years, free. Through the Educational Workers' Union, they
obtain tickets for the theatre, the concert, the opera, at a very
low price. There are numbers of sanatoria and rest-homes
belonging to their union to which those who require special rest
or regimes are sent either free or at a low cost. They have the
most valuable of all possessions, which no teachers elsewhere
have—economic security. So long as the Soviet form of govern-
ment persists they will have this security. Never need they fear
unemployment. Almost equally important, there is no longer
any spying on the teachers. I paid lengthy visits to many schools
of different types, and feel convinced of that fact. On the
contrary, in more than one case the complaint was that no
interest was taken in the school.
The reason for the distrust of teachers has disappeared. Very
gradually, as conditions improved, the teacher came to realise
that at any rate education had benefited by this new form of
government. A very active propaganda was carried on by the
factory-worker, the Communist peasant, the Red Army, and
the children, to win over the teacher. Slowly but surely his
psychology underwent a change. He began to adapt himself to
the new life, though often the process was painful. He became
interested in politics—that is, Soviet politics* From being hostile
he became indifferent; from being merely indifferent he became
a warm supporter. And now there is no more loyal body of
workers in the U.S.S.R. than the teachers, The process was aided
by the introduction of the young Communist-trained teaehers-
THE   UNION  OF EDUCATIONAL WOKKEBS
Up to 1934 there was one union for all educational workers.
It included everybody in any way connected with education,
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